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founders of physics (p. Y0.)
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No people in the Middle Ages contributed to human
progress so much as did the Arabians and the Arabic-
speaking peoples (p. €).
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This stream was re-diverted into Europe by the Arabs
in Spain and Sicily, whence it helped create the
Renaissance of Europe (p. Y+ V.)
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Islam changed the face of the globe. The traditional

order of history was overthrown.
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In view of this fact, the meaning of Christ itself lost
some of its impact, and the divine act of salvation
appeared merely as a tiny episode within the history of

an insignificant little star (£/0YY.)
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The whole project of mociernity, despite its stunning
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each has ended up in one kind of nihilism or another.
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These institutions survived until the main museum
and library were destroyed during the civil war of the
Yrd century AD; a subsidiary library was burned by
Christians in AD ¥4\ (1/éVA.)
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There are many accounts of the burning, in several
stages, of part or all of the library at Alexandria, from the
siege of Julius Caesar in &V BC to its destruction by
Christians in AD ¥4\ and by Muslims in %¢Y. In the latter
two instances, it was alleged that pagan literature
presented a danger to the Old and New Testaments or
the Quran (Y/\+A%).
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...”"during the Middle Ages the trend was almost
entirely from East to West (when Islam acted as the

teacher of the West) (p. AM-AR”.)
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“The Arabs have really achieved great thi‘ngs in

science”.
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Arab science and philosophy.... contributed greatly to

developments in Europe (p. Y¥Y.)
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through the stimulus of translations from Greek (p. YY1.)
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of experimentation than any other early alchemist and



made noteworthy advance in both the theory and
practice of chemistry (p. YA+.)
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“Indeed, Lyell’s books were largely responsible for
convincing the world at large that the Bible could be
wrong, at any rate in some respects, a hitherto
unthinkable thought (p. Y4”.)
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“The debt of our science to that of the Arabs does not
consist in startling discoveries of revolutionary theories.
Science owes a great deal more to Arab culture, it owes

its existence (Making of Humanity, Y4+”.)
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“It is highly probable that but for the Arabs, modern
industrial civilization would never have arisen at all (p.
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“Most of the classical literature that spurred the
European Renaissance was obtained from translations of
Arabic manuscripts in Muslim libraries (16/9¢”.)
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“This stream (of Greek culture) was redirected into
Europe by the Arabs in Spain and Sicily, whence it
helped create the Renaissance of Europe (p. ¥+V”.)
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“Science, ever since the time of the Arabs, has had two
functions: (1) to enable us to know things, and (Y) to
enable us to do things. The Greeks, with the exception of
Archimedes, were only interested in the first... Interest in
the practical uses of science came first through
superstition and magic (The Impact of Science on

Society, p. Y4”.)
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“For (the ancient man) nature was not just a treasure
trove of “natural resources” but a goddess, “Mother

Earth”. And the vegetation that sprang from the earth,



the animals that roamed the earth’s surface, and the
minerals hiding in the earth’s bowels, all partook of
nature’s divinity. So did all natural phenomenon -
springs and rivers and the sea; mountains; earthquakes
and lightning and thunder. Such was the original
religion of all mankind”.
Arnold J. Toynbee, Reader’s Digest, March Y4VE.
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science owes a great deal more to Arab culture, it owes
its existence”.
Briffault, Making of Humanity, p. Y4-.
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the possibility that the earth rotates on its axis and
revolves around the sun (p. YN¢”.)

Edward McNall Burns, Western Civilization, W. W.
Norton & Company Inc., New York, 14090, p. ¥1.
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A Treatise on the Small Pox and Measles.
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In most places in India, people believe that these
diseases are caused because the goddess is angry with
their family or their community. The goddess expresses
her anger through the diseases. The people believe that
the only hope of cure for these diseases is by giving her
offerings in order to please her. They do not feed the sick
child or care for him because they fear this will annoy the
goddess more. So the sick child becomes very weak and
either dies or takes a long time to get cured. These
diseases are caused by virus infection. It is essential that
the child be given plenty of food to keep up his strength
so that he can fight the infection.
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Linguistic philosophy ha; an inverted vision which
treats genuine thought as a disease and dead thought as
a paradigm of health.
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One idea, however, is common to all ancient systems.
Writing is divine. It is inherently holy. Writing is the
speech of the gods.
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One of the factors which retarded linguistic progress
was the belief among early Christian writers and
persisting well into the Renaissance era, that all
languages were derived from Hebrew. William L.
Wonderly and Eugene Nida in “Linguistics and
Christian Missions” Anthropological Linguistics, Vol. 0,
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And supposing the tide of‘ Islam had ;10t been
stemmed? Nothing so delayed the advance of science in
the West as the clumsiness of the Roman numerals. Had
the Arabic numerals, which had reached Baghdad from
India towards the end of the eighth century, been soon
afterwards introduced into and adopted by western
Europe as a whole, much of that scientific progress
which we associate with the Renaissance in Italy might
have been achieved several centuries earlier.
Wilfrid Blunt, The Times (London), April ¥, Y4VY
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It boosts our sense of national pride to note ’;hat the

zero was conceived in India (p. Y.)
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The Indian numbers first entered Spain, then Italy,
France, England and Germany.... Their adoption turned

to be the turning point in the history of mathematics and

science.
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Arabic numerals, the numbers +, ), Y, ¥, £, 0,%, V, A, §;
they may have originated in India but were introduced

to the western world from Arabia (1/¢34.)
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Bertrand Russell, A History of Western Philosophy,
Unwin Paperbacks, London Y4A¢, p. £\1.
oy B oy Sy aialy SAp gl o s ea S
ugﬁ.gdmyjsqxbubgm%%@d\f
Sl bl ;e s (o osb sspin Sy aals o2 S
—gls SIS 52 550 Lk SIS LT i i
Lo S b sl s s 4 s s Ul o
Q‘W’P@W@@"QQJ‘LEM@S)W‘LSJ
S S o S 5 psle (S a0, 4 L)
1S5 02 sm e (S A 1> i S5t e 03 4 S e Sl
The inventixon, proba}aly by the Hindus, of the ciigit
zero has been described as one of the greatest
importance in the history of mathematics. Hindu
literature gives evidence that the zero may have been
known before the birth of Christ, but no inscription has
been found with such a symbol before the 4th century
(V/VYWV0.)
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This agricultural developme;nt V\;as one of the glg)ries
of Moslem Spain and one of the Arabs’ lasting gifts to the
land, for Spanish gardens have preserved to this day a

“Moorish” imprint (History of the Arabs, p. 0YA.)
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One of the best features of the Arab econonly was
agriculture, particularly the skillful use of irrigation,

which they learnt from living where water is scarce. To
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this day Spanish agriculture profits by Arab irrigation
works. (A History of Western Philosophy, p. £€1Y.)
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